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Victim Advocate Unit Expands

The Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office is expanding their Victim Advocate Unit to encompass all local law enforcement agencies.  With the recruitment of trained volunteers, the unit will now be able to provide 24/7 immediate on-scene crisis intervention, information and referrals to local resources, safety planning and hospital accompaniment for even more victims.  Two response teams, representing the East and West sides of the County, will be available to respond for the Sheriff’s Office, Andrews Police Department, Murphy Police Department, School Resource Officers and any other local law enforcement agency that may require these services.

Although many of the volunteers have already been selected, there are still spots to be filled with experienced people that are comfortable providing crisis intervention.  The Victim Advocate Unit will provide training in the different categories of crime that range from domestic violence victims, sexual assault/rape victims, stalking victims, armed robbery victims, victims of alcohol-related driving crashes to survivors of homicide victims.  In addition to being available for on-call duty one week every other month, the Response Members will complete a minimum of eight hours per month field training with officers, pursue continuing education credits in specialized fields of victim advocacy and coordinate some Neighborhood Watch meetings throughout the year.  If you think that you could fulfill these roles, please contact Stephanie Thompson at the 
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Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office, 837-2589, ext 249.

In addition to providing victim advocacy, the Unit will be coordinating Neighborhood Watches, by request, throughout the county.  Victim Advocates will work with the various communities to focus on home security, as well as educate residents about child protection, drug abuse prevention, first aid, fire safety, victim services and domestic violence prevention and intervention.  Furthermore, neighborhoods will be more prepared to assist in ensuring the well being of their elderly residents.  If your neighborhood would like to hear more about this new service, please contact Stephanie Thompson, 837-2589 ext 249.
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